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Speaking 4 the P lanet  
Speak ing for  the P lanet  i s  an Ar ts-based compet i t ion  for

h igh school  s tudents .  These events  have Wor ld  Env i ronment

Day themes and the Susta inabi l i t y  Deve lopment  Goals  as

the i r  focus .  The compet i t ion  categor ies  are speak ing,  drama,

ar t ,  v ideo-making and wr i t ing.  K ids  4 the P lanet  i s  the

pr imary  school  equiva lent .

 

Speak ing 4 the P lanet  encourages part ic ipants  to  th ink

d i f ferent ly .  I f  we are to  ach ieve susta inable  communi t ies ,  we

wi l l  need people to  be able  to  th ink  creat ive ly  –  of ten away

from the mainst ream –  and express  and support  nove l  ideas

in  publ ic  arenas .  We wi l l  need people who can persuade

decis ion-makers  and communi ty  members  to  choose

susta inabi l i t y  opt ions  and d i rect ions .  Speak ing 4 the P lanet

prov ides  opportun i t ies  for  s tudents  to  offer  qu i rky  so lut ions

and bu i ld  sk i l l s  in  communicat ion ,  advocacy and change.  

 

The inaugura l  S4P event ,  supported by  Suther land Sh i re

Env i ronment  Centre  (SSEC) ,  was he ld at  The Jannal i  H igh

School  on 5  June 2013 .  Seven schools  and 35 s tudents

part ic ipated in  that  f i r s t  S4P compet i t ion .  S ince then there

have been over  30 Speak ing 4 the P lanet  Events  wi th  over

1000 s tudent  part ic ipants .  

History
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A competi t ion -  Speak ing 4 the P lanet  i s  a  compet i t ion  wi th

severa l  categor ies :  prepared and impromptu speak ing,  impromptu

drama,  ar t ,  v ideo and wr i t ing.  The focus  i s  the Wor ld  Env i ronment

Day theme and the Susta inabi l i t y  Deve lopment  Goals .  Events  are

regis tered on the UN’s  webs i te .  

 

A ful l  day event  -  Events  take much of  a  school  day.  They  are

normal ly  he ld  in  schools  or  counci l  chambers .  The program

inc ludes  welcome addresses  f rom the hosts  and sponsors ,  a  v ideo

with  informat ion on the speci f ic  topic  of  the event ,  and pr ize-

giv ing.  Students  are g iven about  an hour  to  prepare for  the

impromptu categor ies .  On some occas ions ,  the ar t  i s  a l so

impromptu and s tudents  are g iven approx imate ly  th ree hours .  

 

 Teacher  support   -  A  Student  and Teacher  Resource Pack i s

prov ided to  he lp  s tudents  prepare for  the compet i t ion .  I t  a l so  has

some teaching and learn ing act iv i t ies  re lated to  the topic .  The

package inc ludes  the judging cr i ter ia ,  which are l inked to

cur r icu lum requi rements  for  speak ing and drama.  Teachers

welcome the package:  “Everyth ing I  needed to  know was

prov ided”  sa id  Angel ina Bea,  a  teacher  f rom L iverpool  Boys  HS 

Speaking 4 the Planet in Practice 

Judges  - Judging panels have included representatives from

sponsoring organisations and businesses including Paddy Pall in and

Bunnings, Toastmasters groups, Sutherland Shire Environment

Centre, and local councils. 

 

After the event  - The winners of the prepared and impromptu

speech sections are invited to repeat their performances at the

local Council and local Toastmasters groups. The Sutherland Shire

Environment Centre invites winners to speak and perform at its

AGMs.

 

Funding  - Funding and in-kind support come from a variety of

sources, including local councils, SSEC, Catholic Schools Office

(Armidale), Paddy Pall in, and Bunnings.

 

Evaluation  – Evaluations are conducted on the day and through

follow-up emails to the teachers. After the event, al l  participants

are invited via email to provide comments and suggestions for

improvement.
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An example of  a  runn ing program f rom The

Hi l l s  Sh i re  Counci l ,  Thursday 30 May 2019

9.00 -  Event  opening and Welcome f rom The 

H i l l s  Sh i re  Counci l

9.30 -  Ta lk  by  Anthony ,  Rouse H i l l  HS,  Winner  Prepared

Speak ing 2018

9.35  -  In t roduct ion of  Judges;  exp lanat ion of  how the

day wi l l  run   

9.45  -  Sett ing the scene:  ta lk  by  R icky ,  H i l l s  Grammar

&   v ideo on food waste

9.55   -  P repared Speeches 

10.40   -  Morn ing tea and preparat ion for  impromptu

sect ions

1 1 .40   -  Impromptu speeches and drama

1 .00 -  Lunch.  Impromptu wr i t ing co l lected and judged

1 .30   -  Announcement  of  winners .  Awards  and g i f ts   

2. 15   -  Close

Example Program
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Eight  events  took  p lace in  2019 .  These inc lude

metropol i tan  and regional  compet i t ions  and,  for

the f i r s t  t ime,  an internat ional  event .

Events

 

 
The City  of  Parramatta supported an inaugura l  Speak ing

4 the P lanet  event  at  Maron i te  Col lege of  the Holy  Fami ly

on 2 Apri l .  Students  f rom the school  produced ar tworks

on the theme of  Beat  P last ic  Po l lu t ion.  A lmost  20

artworks  and a music group  f rom the school  made th is

f i r s t  event  a  fun afternoon.

On 30 May ,  approx imate ly  30 

s tudents  f rom 6 schools  part ic ipated

 in  the compet i t ion  he ld  in  The Hi l ls  Shire .  They  spoke,

performed,  and presented the i r  wr i t ten p ieces  in  the

counci l  chambers .  The theme was Th ink .  Eat .  Save.

Students  focused on the chal lenges 

and opportun i t ies  for  food waste

and equi table  d is t r ibut ion.

On 3 June ,  seven schools  competed at  St John Bosco

Col lege ,  Engadine.  Th is  Suther land Shire  event  at t racted

42 students  to  part ic ipate in  speak ing,  drama,  v ideo and

art  ( impromptu)  about  the problem of  a i r  po l lu t ion.  The i r

performances and ar tworks  addressed s t rategies  to  Beat

Ai r  Po l lu t ion.
Wor ld  Env i ronment  Day ,  5 June ,

was  the inaugura l  Speak ing 4 the

P lanet  event  in  the Georges River

Counci l  loca l  government  area.  St

George Gi r l s  H igh School  hosted

s ix ty  s tudents  f rom 4 local  h igh

schools .  The focus  was the WED

theme of  Beat  P last ic  Pol lut ion ,

and s tudents  responded to  the

plast ic  problem through ar t ,

speeches ,  drama and v ideo.  (A

separate report  i s  ava i lab le  on

th is  event . )

Australia
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Two days  later  on  7  June ,  10  schools  f rom

three local  government  areas  come together

at  Mt  Annan to  show how to Beat  A i r

Po l lu t ion.  A lmost  40 s tudents  f rom Camden

Counci l ,  Liverpool  City  Counci l  and

Campbel l town City  Counci l  spoke,

performed,  and d iscussed ar tworks .

F i f ty  s tudents ,  parents ,  teachers  and communi ty  members

f i l led the Armidale Regional  Counci l  chambers  on 20 June .

There ,  s tudents  used speech,  drama,  ar t  and wr i t ing to  Beat

Ai r  Po l lu t ion.  The  impromptu wri t ing  category  at t racted a

dozen s tudents ,  some work ing a lone,  others  in  pai rs ,  to  put

together  30 words  on the theme.  Here are the two top

submiss ions :  

 Coughing,  bandannas ‘protect ’  us  f rom the p last ic  panic  in

our  a i r .  But  hope too i s  in  the a i r ,  promot ing a heal th ier

wor ld .  Don ’ t  let  tox ic  people te l l  you about  tox ic i ty .    

 - Jos ie ,  Armidale  Secondary  Col lege.

 

 Splut ter ing ,  we hack to  at tent ive  act iv i s ts .  We’ re  too late…

The pol i t ica l  leaders  are v ictor ious .  They  pr ior i t i se

propaganda label led ‘ so lut ions ’ ,  s i lenc ing our  desperate

pleas  to  save be loved Mother  Earth .  

-  Be l la ,  Ho ly  T r in i ty ,  Invere l l .

The f ina l  event  for  the year  was he ld at

Lakemba Publ ic  School  w i th  the support  of

Canterbury  Bankstown Counci l .  The school ’ s

ha l l  was f i l led wi th  over  60 s tudents  and

decorated wi th  artworks  f rom a l l  c lasses  at

Lakemba Publ ic  School .  Compet ing s tudents

f rom 5 schools  focused on the WED theme of

Many Species .  One Planet .  One Future .  Drama,

ar t ,  speeches and v ideos  cons idered problems

and so lut ions  for  humans l i v ing on Earth  wi th

many ,  many mi l l ions  of  other  species .  An

addi t ional  STEM (Sc ience,  Technology ,

Engineer ing and Maths)  act iv i ty  had s tudents

deve loping s t rategies  to  protect  an endangered

frog species .
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The f i r s t  Speak ing 4 the P lanet  

Christchurch  was he ld on June 7th  in  

our  fabu lous  new cent ra l  l ib rary ,  Tū ranga wi th  12

schools  sending representat ives  a long to  compete

in  the prepared,  impromptu and spoken word

sect ions  of  the speech compet i t ion .  Many of  those

schools  a lso  sent  in  ent r ies  to  the ar t  compet i t ion .

A l l  the speeches were f i lmed and can be v iewed

onl ine here:

ht tps ://susta inablechr i s tchurch.org.nz/speak ing-

4-the-p lanet-speeches-on l ine/ 

The s tudents  who gained p laces  in  the i r

d iv i s ions  returned wi th  the i r  fami l ies  for

the even ing pr ize g iv ing ,  wi th  great  pr izes

donated by  local  bus inesses  and a 

ter t iary  ins t i tut ion.  Feedback f rom

part ic ipants ,  the i r  fami l ies  and 

teachers  was rea l l y  pos i t i ve  

wi th  many expressing 

keenness to  part ic ipate 

again in  2020 .

click & play!

New Zealand

https://sustainablechristchurch.org.nz/speaking-4-the-planet-speeches-online/


Thailand

Speaking 4 the Planet worked with the
Faculty of the Environment at Kasetsart University 
in Thailand and GLOBE (Global Learning and Observation to
Benefit the Environment) to run a Youth Camp in the lead-up to
the 2019 World Environmental Education Congress in Bangkok.
One student was selected to represent the 50 students from six
countries to deliver a 5minute speech at the Opening Ceremony of
WEEC. The speech was received very warmly by the Congress
organisers and delegates. Conversations are already underway
about how a similar thing can be done in for the 2021 WEEC in
Prague.

An extract from the WEEC 2019 Youth Speech
at the Opening Ceremony, Monday 4 November
2019; Connected Youth: Connected Futures.

"It is an honour to have the chance to present the
views of young people to this Congress. I want to
thank you all for the work you have done and the
work you are doing in environment and education
to make the world better. It is not young people Vs
old people. The Earth is one country and we
humans are its citizens. We are in this together and
we youth want to help heal and protect the Earth."
- Phansa Duangtip



Evaluation
Every  Speak ing 4 the P lanet  event  i s  eva luated.  For  the 2019

evaluat ion process ,  s tudents ,  teachers  and,  on th i s  occas ion ,  parents

were g iven a sheet  of  paper  and asked to  respond to  one quest ion:  

 

What would you say to students/teachers/parents about

participating in Speaking 4 the Planet competitions? 
 (Note:  s tudents  were wr i t ing to  other  s tudents ,  teachers  to  other  teachers ,  

and parents  to  other  parents . )

 

These p ieces  of  wr i t ing were co l lected and t ranscr ibed.  Here i s  a

sample of  those comments .

Kids 4 the Planet
"Thank you very  much Ph i l  for  prov id ing our  s tudents  wi th  th i s  va luable

learn ing exper ience s ince 2017 .   Students  have en joyed part ic ipat ing

in  the Kids 4 the P lanet  event  as  i t  a l lows them to express  the i r

ideas about  susta inabi l i t y   in  creat ive  ways  such as  through drama,

publ ic  speak ing,  ar t  and v ideo.  Students  were encouraged to  th ink

cr i t ica l l y  and creat ive ly  and were prov ided wi th  the opportun i ty

to  co l laborate wi th  other  s tudents  wi th in  the i r  school  as  wel l  as  other

local  schools  to  learn  about  b iodivers i ty  and th ink  of  d i f ferent  ways

we can a l l  work  together  to  look  af ter  our  p lanet . "

Rasha,  Lakemba Publ ic  School

Speaking 4 the Planet

“It is not through posters or infographics where
people want to take a stand to help sustain the
environment, it is through art, because that’s what
really touches people , the colour, the tone, the
texture, the message behind it, that’s what makes
people really want to change their ways for the
greater good of the environment.” -Joy Sleiman
(Year 9 student)

"As a student, I would recommend this event to
others as it acts as a wake-up call to the crisis we

are currently in. It is a wonderful opportunity to
learn how we can help save our planet. They inspire

you to make a difference." 
- Melinda, Student.
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" In  order  fo r  human i ty  to  fu l ly  unders tand the env i ronmenta l
p l igh t  o f  our  wor ld ,  our  eyes  and mind must  be open .  Art  i s
key to  engag ing aud iences  where words  a lone may fa i l ;  ar t
has  the capac i ty  to  ac t  as  a  cata lys t  fo r  change . "  
-  Kar ina ,  Teacher

“ I t  is important to l ink art to the
environment and sustainabi l i ty so people can
see how pol lut ion is ruining our world
visual ly and see how we can stop i t" 
-Melody Sle iman (Year 7 student)

Students

" I  wou ld say to  o ther  teachers  that  S4P i s  a  great  day
for  s tudents  to  engage wi th rea l -wor ld  env i ronmenta l
i s sues  us ing the i r  c reat iv i ty .  I t  was great  to  see  a var ie ty
of  ar ts  used to  share  such an impor tant  message . "  -
Rache l  McKendr i ck ,  Teacher

"The event is an amazing opportunity that
boosts teenagers’ awareness of
environmental issues and also instils in
them the confidence to have a creative
opinion and be able to voice that opinion.
It’s a fantastic day! Thank you!" 

- Bella, Student.

South West  Sydney Students
I t ’ s  amaz ing .  You won ’ t  regre t  i t !
T ry  your  hardes t  and you won ’ t  fa i l .  You wi l l  succeed .
I t ’ s  wor th  do ing ,  even i f  you get  embarrassed .  Remember ,  i t ’ s  fo r  a  good cause .
I t ’ s  a  great ,  fun day whi l s t  a l so  be ing educated about  our  Ear th and what  our  ac t ions  
can do to  i t .
When you are  watch ing and l i s ten ing to  o thers  speak and per form,  you learn a lo t  about
our  p lanet .

Great  way to  l earn about  the env i ronment .  Save our
p lanet !

I t ’ s  a  great  p lace  to  l earn more about  pro tec t ing our  Ear th .
I t ’ s  fun and g ives  us  a  chance to  l earn f rom others .

I f  you have an oppor tun i ty  to  compete  in  the Speak ing 4 the P lanet ,
do i t !  You wi l l  l ove i t  and

def in i te ly  l earn someth ing new.
Par t i c ipate  and do your  bes t  .

Do i t .  I t ’ s  fun .
Teachers



A great opportunity to see students shine!
Teachers, get involved in saving our environment. If you are not part of the solution, you are

part of the problem. Get your students involved.
Speaking 4 the Planet  provides an insight into the opinions of youth.
An exchanging, insightful experience offering multiple perspectives.

Great opportunity to celebrate environmental issues.
This is a great opportunity to see young people engage critically with issues affecting our

world and the people in it.
S4P is an enabling environment for creativity; it builds student confidence and gives them a

voice for change. Brilliant and inspiring day. Thank you. 

Speaking 4 the Planet is a fantastic opportunity for students to be the voice of
action. We will be back again next year!

www.speaking4theplanet.org.au

Schools

Councils

Organisations

"Do it! Participate in a positive, powerful
day that celebrates innovation,
sustainability and collaboration. Everyone
has a ball."  - Liverpool City Council.
 
"Councils, be inspired, be supportive,be
involved in Speaking 4 the Planet!" 
- Camden Council.
 

Fantastic to be involved and meet so
many passionate young people."
-Armidale Regional Council

"Speaking 4 the Planet helps students
understand the relationships between
personal choices & global issues. This

program helps students learn to become
advocates for sustainability."

   - Jenni Gormley, 
Sutherland Shire Environment Centre

http://www.speaking4theplanet.org.au/


Phil Smith - Director

phil@speaking4theplanet.org.au

 +61 412 338 687

@speaking4theplanet 

CONTACT

VIDEO LINKS

Speaking 4 the P lanet  Competi t ion
St  George Gi r l s  H igh School ,  June 2019

https ://dr ive .google .com/dr ive/fo lders/15sy luot IzXUF

xsnZ2mxGTjkaEbuwPU7p?usp=shar ing

Kids 4 the P lanet  Competi t ion 
Lakemba Publ ic  School  2018

https ://youtu .be/NrApURTY8xo

Conclusion

For any enquiries please don't hesitate to

"Speak ing 4 the P lanet  i s  a  great  exper ience for  a l l  –  s tudents ,teachers ,  parents ,  o rganisers  and
vo lunteers . "

This year’s events were a great success, and we were able to hold
our first international events in New Zealand and support a speaker
at the World Environmental Education Congress in Thailand. In the
evaluations, students, teachers and parents commented very
favourably on the competition. The new category for this year,
impromptu writing, was received positively. Interest remains high 
for conducting Speaking 4 the Planet and Kids 4 the Planet events 
in 2020.

Cl i ck  & p lay !

South West  Sydney 
https ://dr ive .google.com/f i le/d/1KTxMkx_LteYweY

WwYap4LNlDxG_qWCHI/v iew

https://www.facebook.com/speaking4theplanet/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15syluotIzXUFxsnZ2mxGTjkaEbuwPU7p?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/NrApURTY8xo
https://www.facebook.com/speaking4theplanet/
https://youtu.be/NrApURTY8xo
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KTxMkx_LteYweYWwYap4LNlDxG_qWCHI/view


Sponsors
A huge and heart fe l t  thank  you to  a l l  Speak ing 4 the

P lanet  and K ids  4 the P lanet  sponsors  th roughout  our

2019  events .  



Artwork by Zahid, Lakemba Public School

 
Visit our website for more information 

www.speaking4theplanet.org.au


